














maundy thursday, april 1

I give you a new commandment: that
you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, so you too should love one
another.

—John 13:34

A new commandment? What's new about us loving
one another? We already had that commandment, right?
Love God and love one another. Wrong.

Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you...” and in that
subtle phrase lies the difference between generous
charity and selfless commitment.

It's a difficult and thankless job, to always be the
servant and not the served... to constantly put another’s
needs before our own. Those of us who have cared for
aging parents or children or siblings with disabilities
know only too well how drained we are by these
obligations. Jesus’ lesson, I think, was that we (like him)
could transcend the heavy and wearying sense of duty by
approaching this commandment with the eyes and
through the heart... of love.
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good friday, april 2

Almighty God, we pray you graciously
to behold this your family, for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be
betrayed, and given into the hands of
sinners, and to suffer death upon the
Cross. ..

—from the Collect for Good Friday, Book of Common Prayer

I don’t care what we call it, there’s nothing GOOD
about it. Except in God’s economy... which rankles.

I understand (sort of) that Jesus’ humanity meant
that he would suffer pain, our pain, human pain. But
there’s pain and then there’s PAIN.

Good Friday makes me physically ill. Thoughts of
torture curdle my stomach and the vague possibility
that I could or might ever be tortured... well, I can’t
think about it for long.

So pondering this atrocity, which I must somehow
transform into a gift to me and for me, is too much.

Look at the ways we have chosen to torture each
other, mentally and physically, and we haven't been at
all horrified.

Maybe that is part of what Good Friday is about.
Why isn’t it working?
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holy saturday, april 3

They also serve who only stand and wait.
—from “On His Blindness” by John Milton

They also serve... Waiting is one of the hardest
things we do. It seems so useless, only intensifying the
helplessness. No wonder people fall asleep in waiting
rooms. Sleep has been called “the best bridge between
despair and hope.”

And on Holy Saturday we stand on that bridge...
and wait.

It ought to be anticlimactic—like I've skipped to
the end of the chapter, and know already that my hero
has triumphed. So why am 1 still reeling from
yesterday’s agony?

Because I was there at the cross. And I am not the
hero. I am one of the rescued. The best I can do for Him
is wait.

easter sunday, april 4

... grant that we, who celebrate with
joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection,
may be raised from the death of sin by
your life-giving Spirit...

—from the Collect for Easter Sunday,
Book of Common Prayer

Easter confuses me. Today is the day of celebration,
the ultimate day of joy. Why then, do I sometimes feel
so blah?

Because the Risen Christ is not the same as the
walking, talking human Jesus. I have gained a savior
but I have lost a friend. Mary Magdalene was the first to
understand that mixed sense of joy and loss, which
grows on each of us as we let it.

Leonard Cohen was on to something when he wrote
those profound words: “love is not a victory march, it’s
a cold and it’s a broken Hallelujah...” And in the midst
of this irony it is up to us to find (and extend) the peace
of Christ, the peace that passes all understanding.




The Millennium Development Goals:
Eight steps to healing a hurting world.

In 2000, the international community developed
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to halve
the number of people living in extreme poverty by the
year 2015. The Episcopal Church has committed itself
to working towards achieving the MDGs, formally
endorsing them at the 74th General Convention in
2003 and voting to make them a mission priority at
the 75th Convention in 2006.

Episcopal Relief & Development uses the MDGs as
a framework to guide our efforts and help us measure
our impact. All of our programs work to achieve one or
more of the eight goals:

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Achieve universal primary education for children
Promote gender equality and empower women
Reduce child mortality

Improve maternal health

Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Ensure environmental sustainability
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Create a global partnership for development

My Lenten Response

During this time of reflection, we can answer Christ’s call
by healing ourselves and all those who are hurting around
the world.

Enclosed is my Lenten gift to help people lift
themselves out of poverty:

Os$50 0Os$100 0O$500 0O$1,000
00$2,500 [O0$5,000 Other$

To make a vital difference in lives worldwide, your
generous contribution will:

* help alleviate hunger and improve food supplies for
people who struggle to have enough to eat on a daily
basis

e create economic opportunities that enable women
and men to earn a living and strengthen
communities to be able to meet the needs of families

e promote health and fight disease through medical
care, prevention education, clean water and
sanitation

* help us respond to disasters and rebuild communities
in the face of emergencies such as hurricanes, floods,
earthquakes and civil war

Please visit our website at www.er-d.org to learn more
about our work around the world.
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After indicating your Lenten gifts on the reverse side,
PLEASE COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW.

Total amount enclosed

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

E-mail address

Name of your church City

Please make your check payable to Episcopal Relief & Development,
and return this page with your gift in the attached envelope. To make
a donation, you may also call 1.800.334.7626, ext. 5129. All gifts
are tax-deductible.

FOR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CREDIT CARD DONATIONS:
Please charge my gift to my:

O visA O Master Card O AMEX [ Discover

Account number Expiration date

Name on card Signature

Phone number (required for credit card donations)





